S/ll/69 


Dear Gary, 

Haven't answered your 8/7 because I've been chugging ahead on the COUP add. I'm finished 
the longer half of the last Ray chapter, it is too hot in my office for me, the way I've been 
feeling, so I'm braving thei sweat-bees in the shade to catch up. 

Bud and I had discussed his note to you on Crafard, rather we liad discussed the fact. I 
think I raised the question with him after hearing from you and Paul. His recollection and 
beliefs are mine, that v/hen he could go through the files at will, with his beliefs, he 
must have examined the Crafard file and didn't copy any of it because it is crap. I have 
no recollection whether I ever looked at it. The same would be true of Turner. Why doesn't 
Paul h£± or Hal ask him? I return the note to you. 

Your 7/31 to Marguerite: the best you can hope for is to see what she has. She will not 
understand anything good she might have. One of the more important things here would be pix. 
These she told me she does have. Also, it is possible that some of the early letters to her 
could be like that phone call to me on his security clearance. 

Your 8/4 to Paul: I'd forgotten about the Finck testimony, forgotten that you asked and 
I said I d send it to him, but 1 will. I'd read and marked. John promised the entire thing to 
me but I haven't gotten it. I've not finished Frazier yet. ...What makes you think Lifton has 
the autopsy memo of transfer?. . .DL and Receda: he got a whole mailing out on that. I saw it 
last October bit Abbott never sent me the promised copy. I think he made a b.ip thins in 
Open City. 6 

Your 7/30 to Mary: Any word from Rennar on those tapes? 

Frazier testimony: The copy John gave me is a Thermofax, not particular good, and will not 
xerox well. I've told him I want you and Paul to have copies and asked his permission. He 
hasn't answered, but I was hoping he might offer to make or to lend clearer copy if he has. 
Why do not you and Paul work out between you which will copy and when I've finished reading 
andanno rating I'll send to that one. ^0 need for both of you to do the extra mechanical work. 
Both copies should be made at one time. John didn't tell me how he got it, but I suppose 
from the court reporter, from internal evidence. 

Bad brother has been a good source. 

Save for the part about.loving Bill, what Mary wrote fred is in accord with what she told me. 
She may well mm be one of thoss good-hearted women who love everyone until they learn not to. 

For some reason I have rhe impression she is not off Bill. I suppose he's been silentqj for 
I've not heard anything, but he could be writing an expose book. Jaffe's theory is like every- 
thing else coming from him, worthless and nonsense. 

On Jim: I agree, he is paranoid and foolish. He hasn't a think the others do not and do not 
know about. All he does is cripple us. But that doesn't explain his refusal to mail my stuff 
back or to mail me transcripts I shouldn't have had to ask .for but did, without response. I 
know why. That ego ofhis is trying to hide the proof he got nothing really worthwhile in the 
record of his own and most if notall of it from me and he failed exactly where and as I told 
them in advance they would. On his files, my recollection may be wrong and slightly unfair 
Uo more than slightly), but I cannot think of a single good and dependable thing I ever got 
from there that wasn't there by accident, and there was little of that, indeed. I think almost 
anything else would be a better use of the time. In Texas, ask Paul about rechecking their 
archive and I suggest trying to see such people as Revill, now at Austin, or is it the other 
Lt., the one who hastled with Hosty? Paul R can tell you how to reach him. If tliat is not 
far out of the way. 

j. 

I am not impressed by Fred* a cooling to Dave. I have a letter where he told me long ago he 
threw Dave out of his house. My opinion of none of those characters has changed. On leaks, 
am not certain, but I believe Dave told me personally that he was familiar with the content 
of my unpublished books, last October, end, or first 8ov. 

12/1 was too late for interrogation of Powell. H e should have colunteered earlier. 


What tou say on the “personal problems and intolerance in these 5-j- years" is truegi but it 
is not intolerances as much as it is dishonesties and sicknesses. The other things you 
mention, the infighting, lack of cooperation, etc., involve the people I describe above, not 
others. ^Those who did the real work, with few exceptions, have gotten along well with each 
other. I regard Hark as having done no real work, only publicizing. 

I have heard from Paul on the derails ( of microfilming. I will be in DC Wednesday and 1 hope 
to have time to carry thi3 further. I 11 let you and PE know if I do. There are other 
thingstm for which I am going there that may not leave enough time. Subject to PH's agreement, 
Bud agrees to send to PH what may be done unlesshe can copy immediately, in which event he'll 
copy for himself, yo nand me and send to Paul. If he anticipates delay", he'll send without 
making any copy, leaving- that to Paul. 

I am not rying to talk you out of going to New Orleans. I am trying to tell you that when you 
can be out and locking for things, I think your chances of getting something” w r rhtwhile are 
better elsewhere. Go there if that is fun, or even if you think you'll get something worth- 
while. I page can be that, for others may have missed it. But I am trying to tell you that 
unless and until you see it, you will be unwilling to believe the professional quality of the 
incompetence and the utter foolishness of so very much - most. 

Also, I do not for one minute think thatxif Jim is defeated he'll leave those files in the 
office. I don't think he can be made to, that any successor will want tiiem (save for evil 
purposes) , or that he would dream of it. They are not al all extensive, even with all the 
junk, unless he has added an enormous amount since I was last there. There are about 
three of the fo\ir drawers in Tom's single cabinet and part of a cabinet in Louis' office. 

They would all fit in a single trip in his own car. don't worry about losing them. Access 
may be better if he is defeated, except for the xerox machine. 

Nothing else new. Regards , 


